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HEAR EAST,/APRICA ISTELL LGHNMCE STUMMARY
G ERUE '

nivided verdict: The 3piit vepaict roturned by ths Gresk
peopie in the 5 Farch naticnel eleciions not enly neceeslii-
ttes = continuation of coaiition government but also casis
considerable doubt on tho rossabiiicy of any stable combin.
stion's belmg Pormed. +Lhe actusi ailecehion of parliamentary
sests uader the complex properiionai respresentatlon system
hwns ntill to be made, anu ii ig Gows $00 early to tell whether
2 chance o form & government wirk Yirst be offered %o on-
stantine Tsaidaris, whose ropulists &ppear to have a alignt
jead in the popular vote, or are of nis €wo closaest rivals,
the left-centrist Nlcholas rlastires znd Sophocles ¥onizelos,
tongder of the centrist Liborel Yapty. Hone of the thres
leading parties, hovever, is %ikely to obtain wore than 45-
55 seats in the 250-.mac parlianent, and the possibility tast
all three might combine forces is virtually preciuded by

the mubusl dlstrust of Plastimes and Tsaldaris. Hithsr &
Plastiras.-V.onizelos combimation or anctier Populist-liberal
noslition might secure a mjomity--given the collaboratlon
nf several minor centrisi and rightist groups. Bven 1 such
« coalltion could be formed, huwever, someching close o 45
percent of the chawber would atill be left in oppositicn.
{Inclusior in the government oY the ouiright leftists under
Saphisnopoulos or of any extrewe rightliast appears out of the
guestion. )

in the face of such strong opposition, the efTectivenesns
and stability of a coalition government will be impaired by
the difficully of reconclliing tha demands of ite aeveral
nearly equal componzats. indeod, it 1is qulte poasibie thatl
no vieble combinetion will erdrge, in which csse the Eing
will move speedily to call anguner election. In suchh an
avent, the formerliy dominant wi.bsrels and Populists might bs
semporarily eclipssd by a struggie for supporsi betwsen the
emergent figuresof rleatiras and Mershal Peapegosz, the Klng's
favorite for tne position of "strong man” in Greece, with
the issue of the King's role in the government sgeln becom-
ing & mjor one.

Ho conceasions: Apprehenslive as over oi & previval of exXcel~-
sive dirsct foreign perticipation im the national economy
(such as obtained under the cavitwiations of the irperiel
regime), the Turks have rejectad at least one W firm's
proposals to develop Turkey's vetroleum resources on &
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sppecessionary basgis. e tempbation Lo accspl miist have
scen grent, for the Wuckish GOVSramsnt 1s weil awvare that
such developwent by Turks, evep with experi W technlcal
sdvice and finsncial suppors, will pe much slower than £
:he entire task werc lLeft--as it 1s elsewhere in the Hear
and Middle Eest-.-to foreign coppenies with lmmenss finan-
e¢ial resourcea. Uns unconiirumed ofTer, moreover, reportedly
glaced before the Tucks the picasant prospect of obtalning
annual Tevenues ip kind which might exceed ln vaiue this
wvear's totel expected puigetery deficit. But ths Turks
heye not accepted, and sre untikely to accaept even mwore
tempting offers, fully roallzing the coast to the country's
seonomy of retarded deveiopment. Wnatever the extent of
Turkey ‘s petroleum resources.-end tat they are really
substantisl is by no meaus pivved--ihe Turks are likely

t0 guard their econouwic indepundence as jealouslv es they
¢ling to their political freedca-

merae
O

The Irmgi union issue: “ith the petentially exploslve
guestion of BSyro.lrsgl uaion atiil henging over thelr

heads, certain meuvers ot Syrie’'s dominant military
group--notably Mlaister of Defense Hawrani and Colonel
Shishakli, leader of the last uvoup.--&re reportedly planning
moasures to weaken the position of thelr pro-union political
opponents . ‘'he pressut dawran.-Shishakli program calles for
a0 bleodshed:; the plan 1s to organize populer deronstretlons
sgairst those politiclana suspeccea of pro-union santiments
with the hope of forcing them outb ¢f public office and lessen.-
ing their popular following. dovwever, the wost prominent
objects of attack by the Fowrani-Shishakli group--Dr. Naglm
Qudsi and Rushdi Kikhys of the Syrdian Populist Yarty--have
large numbers of adheronts even though thelr pro-union
septiments sre not necesssrily shared by all of thelr fol -
jowers . If', a8 is quite possinle, the attack on them should
boomerang, Havwrani and Shishskil might feel thst their own
politicel survival domnded more drastlc measures.
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SPED T BHIEF

Heumenicel Patrilarch Atbemasores of the Greek Orthodox Church,

has avoided comment om the Hungerian Orthodox Church’s report-

2d shift of alleglance from him to the Patriarch of Moscow

iry denving that he had hesrd the report. Obvicusly, he would
be opposed to any such btransfer of allegicance, in splte of
the fact that, as the "first encne eauals,” he would continue
+0 outrank the Petrisrch of Monscow. Athenagoras gave some T
hint of his feelings. however, Iw warning a Greek Urthodox

Chureh congrogetion in Istanbul about propagandsn simed at
disuniting kindred Orthodox churches. ) i

The UN Trusteeshin Council’s recsent decislon to abide by the i
letter of the Guneral Aascmbly's resolution and draft a statuts :
internationalizing the entire Jerusaiem minicipeal ares has

finally destroyed all possibllity of its achleving a compro-

mise solution acceptable o Iszeel and Jordan. ¥Most of the

Trusteeship Council menmbsers reelize that anything they now

#40 on Jerusalem will be lergely meaningless and aro CONsSQ-

gquentiy looking for the best mothod of stalling untll the

issue can be turned back to the General Assenbly for recon-

sideration at its nexi regular sesalon in September.

25X6A
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Jyrie’s amblitlious program 1or mdernizgl the port of Llsetakiae,
oresently little more than an open roadst » should please
“ypian businesgmen {(particularly in the luportant northerm
sity of Aleppo; and should appeal Yo Syrien aational pride

in general. The recently announced project {(which will
require some 24 miilion Syrien pounds--sbout $8 million-.

1 to Lwo-thirds to be obtainsd from public subscription)
wiil also heip the opening vp of the undeveloped Jezirah
asction amd other retarded arees in the north. 1t ls
guestionnble, however, whether Syria should spend 1lis money
on port development rather than agricultural rehabllitation
2t this tims, and, from a ropionel point of view, whether
there 1s suf'ficlent economic justification for the scheme.
Aaide from israeli Halfs, tho Levant coast already possesses
two adequaie modern ports which stand to leose by the enlarge-
ment of Latakim’s traffic: Belrmut in Lebanon and the Turkish
pori. of Iskenderun {Alexandrotia). lLebanon seces in the
acheme yelt another exsmple of Syria‘’s uncooperative attitude
in the economic sphere, Mesavhilie, Turkey is rsported to
have off'ered Syria free port facilities in Iskenderun,
presumbiy with the dual metive of discouraging work on
intakias and of securing tacit Syrian abandonmsant of its old
claims to Hetay province, of which Iskenderun is the principal
elty.

s g,

The stormy recepilon given -rime Minister Saed by the Majils
when he attempted to presen: his new cabinet portends trouvbled
times for the preseat goverament. Fscing a new Majlis, Saed
was sttacked for forming his government ln an uncenstltutlonal
moner {i.e. not consulting the Majiis first) and slso for
delaying the opeainz of parliament longer than the law
sllowed. While Saed, who las sihown remarkable tenscity in
office, may weaiher this opposition and eventually obtaln a
vote of confidence, he has undeniably gotien off to a bad
start at & time sbhen Iran cannci afiord to sllow politicel
bickering to interfere withh the prompt provision of economic
relief messures.
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o
Relatione between Iran epd raslitan day pe expecied to uvecome

wove coprdial than ever as & rod 1it oFf the Shah’s current trip
o Pakistan, even thnough the Shah, in his public utterances,
has been capeful to advocate noching wOrse controversisl than
joint efforts for furthering economic and social progress in
lhe two countries. This dewonstration of friendship, which
rakistan undoubtedly hopes will lmpress Afghenistan and Indias,
cen be expected to causa further irrization between Iran and
Afghanistan end might hinder the work of & neutrel comuission
just starting to survey the jolatly sbared Helmand River basiy,
vhich has long been the subject of irano-Afghan frictlon. Tha
irip might be questioned on the ground that the Shah 1s needed
in Iran at preseant, although his two weeks ' absence probably’
will heve no significant effect omn Iran’'s intermna) sltuation,

e . B

Fupther evidence that raxisten intends Lo exert gconomic
pressure on Afghenistsn is provided by its blocking of
Vorrison-Kaudson suppliea now in Pakistan awaiting ship-

@ent to Afghanistan. The atoppage of gasoline to Afghan.
isten, ostensibly due toO the fact that the Afghen Petrol

Company trucks do not conform with Pakisten pstroleum re-
gulations, has caused Afghanisian to threaten to purchase
oil from Russie. In fect, & smail quantity of Russian oil

nas reach Rabul.

5 R

The Royel Pakistan Alr Force pians. by 1954, an air force
+1th Front 1ine strengih of ten full fighting squadrons .
Orders for planes were placed after india has ordered its
planes, with the resulv that Pakistan is to have technically
superior aircraft, largely compensating for numericel Iinfer-
jJOrityqn

Ceylon will eliminsie iyport controls on goods from sof't
surrency countries but controls Wwiil remsin on imports from
tard curpency couniries except for non-lurzury items which
may be imported under cellings. The exchange contrcller has
atated Ceylon’s baslance of payments in 1949 was more un-
favorable than in 1948.
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